


Main Office
555 7th Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
Directory: 415-553-1671
Intern and Volunteer Program: 415-553-9630
Website: sfpublicdefender.org
Social Media:
facebook.com/sfpublicdefender  
youtube.com/sfpublicdefender
twitter.com/sfdefender 
TV show: sfjusticematters.com 

Juvenile Division
375 Woodside Avenue, Room 118
San Francisco, CA 94127
Front Desk: 415-753-7601 

Bayview MAGIC
Phone: 415-558-2487
Email: community@bayviewmagic.org
Website: bayviewmagic.org 

Mo’ MAGIC
Phone: 415-567-0400
Email: info@momagic.org
Website: momagic.org

Art by Alan Clark

Clean Slate Program
Phone: 415-553-9337
Email: cleanslate@sfgov.org

Hours and Locations:

Arriba Juntos Office, 1850 Mission Street
2nd & 4th Monday of the month,  
10:30 a.m.-12:30 p.m.
Se habla Español

Community Justice Center
555 Polk St., 2nd floor 
1st & 3rd Monday of the month, 10 a.m.-11 a.m.

Main Office, 555 7th Street
Every Tuesday, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.

Ella Hill Hutch Community Center 
1050 McAllister Street  
(between Webster & Buchanan in the Fillmore) 
1st Thursdays of the month, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.

The Village Community Center
1099 Sunnydale Avenue
4th Wednesday of the month, 3 p.m-5 p.m.

Southeast Community Center
1800 Oakdale Avenue
1st & 3rd Thursday of the month, 9 a.m.-11 a.m.

San Francisco Public Defender 
Contact Information and Resources



For too many Americans, the criminal jus-
tice system metes out devastation rather 
than justice. From policing to sentencing, 

misguided policies and abuse of authority have 
scuttled futures and torn apart families.

San Franciscans did not escape injustice in 2015. 
Our faith in the justice system was shaken by 
the fatal shooting of Mario Woods by San Fran-
cisco police officers, the 
beating of Stanislav Petrov 
in a Mission District alley 
by Alameda County Sher-
iff’s deputies, and police 
scandals involving bigoted 
text messages, racial profil-
ing and sexual harassment 
of black women in the Ten-
derloin. 

Public defenders played a 
key role in exposing these 
shocking incidents. But they 
also did battle with every-
day injustice both inside 
and outside the courtroom. 
Some of our accomplish-
ments in 2015: 

• We advocated on be-
half of more than 21,000 
clients facing criminal 
charges. 

• San Francisco public 
defenders won nearly 63 percent of felony 
trials.

• Our Juvenile Unit ensured no youth was 
transferred to adult court or sent to state 
lock-up.  

• Our Racial Justice Committee crafted 
guidelines to increase police transparency 
and safeguard citizens against racial bias. It 
also helped create a strong city policy pro-
hibiting officers from viewing body camera 
footage prior to submitting incident reports.

• We established a Bail Unit which advocates 
for pretrial release for clients who cannot af-
ford to post bail, allowing them to return to 
their jobs and families.

• The office was honored with the Ameri-
can Bar Association’s 2015 Hodson Award 
for Public Service. The national award rec-
ognizes outstanding service and extraordi-
nary accomplishment. 

• We helped establish a Veterans Justice 
Center in which 100 percent of clients have 
been connected with services. 

• We successfully imple-
mented Prop 47, helping 
more than 700 people 
reduce their felonies to 
misdemeanors. Our Clean 
Slate program assisted 
approximately 1,000 addi-
tional clients clean up their 
criminal records. 

• We distributed back-
packs stuffed with school 
supplies to a combined 
4,700 kindergartners 
through 12th graders in the 
Western Addition and Bay-
view through our MAGIC 
programs.

But the numbers only tell 
part of the story. Exposing 
injustice, freeing the in-
nocent, or giving a client a 
fresh start is also how we 
measure success. Our 2015 

Annual Report and 2016 Calendar brings to 
life these experiences through the illustrations 
of artist Alan Clark.

We are honored to protect due process for all 
San Franciscans. In 2016, we will continue to 
provide competent, skilled representation and 
zealous advocacy.  

Sincerely,

 

Jeff Adachi

San Francisco Public Defender



“Jami Tillotson Arrested  
for Doing Her Job”



January 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

New Year’s Day

Martin Luther  
King Jr. Holiday

Fred Korematsu Day



“Caught    
  on    
  Camera”



February 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29

President’s Day



March 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

César Chávez Day

“Bail — Not Jail”





“Mistaken Identity”



April 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9
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“A Clean Slate”



May 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14

15 16 17 18 19 20 21

22 23 24 25 26 27 28

29 30 31
Harvey Milk Day

Memorial Day



“Guards Made Me Fight in Jail”



June 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4

5 6 7 8 9 10 11

12 13 14 15 16 17 18

19 20 21 22 23 24 25

26 27 28 29 30



2015 Awards and Public Forums
Rebecca Marcus, juve-
nile public defender:  
Resolution by the Com-
mission on the Status 
of Women, recogniz-
ing her work on the 
Mayor’s Task Force on 
Anti-Trafficking and in 
honor of Child Abuse 
Prevention Month.  
L to R: Juvenile Manager Patti Lee, Rebecca 
Marcus, Marynella Woods, juvenile social 
worker.

Justice Matters, the Race Episode:  Second place 
STAR Award, talk shows by government chan-
nels with a budget over $400,00, National As-
sociation of Telecommunications Officers and 
Advisors, recognizing excellence in government 
programming in California and Nevada. Watch 
at sfjusticematters.com.

Jami Tillotson, deputy public defender: Spe-
cial commendation, California Public Defenders 
Association, for protecting her client’s right to 
counsel—even when it landed her in handcuffs. 
A video of Jami being arrested after refusing to 
step aside and allow police to photograph her 
client went viral in 2015, leading to national 
outrage. After being handcuffed and detained 
for nearly an hour, Jami was freed. Prosecutors 
declined to press charges. 

L to R: Journalist and SFSU Professor Davey D, 
implicit bias expert Kimberly Papillon, SF Public 
Defender Jeff Adachi, and Contra Costa County 
District Attorney Mark Peterson discuss racial dis-
parities in the criminal justice system. 

Francisco Ugarte,  
immigration attorney: 
Immigrant Rights  
Advocacy Award,  
Mujeres Unidas y 
Activas, for his work 
empowering women 
facing deportation. 

Justice Summit: Race and Reform
Law enforcement leaders, advocates for equal 
justice and reform, and police brutality victims 
gathered for a provocative discussion at the San 
Francisco Public Defender’s 2015 Justice Summit 
on April 29 at San Francisco Main Library.
The premier criminal justice conference on the 
West Coast, the Summit came on the heels of 
accusations involving police officers sending 
bigoted text messages and sheriff’s deputies 
forcing jail inmates to fight. The day’s discus-
sions, devoted to implicit bias, racial disparities, 
and how to fulfill the promise of justice for all, 
offered citizens a chance to go beyond the scan-
dals and toward solutions.

L to R: Youth Advocate De’Anthony Jones, Implicit 
Bias Expert Michael Roosevelt, and police brutality 
survivors Meseka Henry and Peretz Partensky.



Statistics

Office Honored With National Award
Calling the office a “national model of holistic 
representation,” American Bar Association offi-
cials selected the San Francisco Public Defender 
as its 2015 Hodson Award for Public Service 
recipient. The prestigious national honor recog-
nizes outstanding service and extraordinary ac-
complishment by a government or public sector 
law office.  

“San Francisco public defenders are pioneer-
ing in the use of in-house social workers and 
specialty courts; they advocate for treatment 
over incarceration; and address the root causes 
of juvenile crime through programs involving 

educational and family 
advocacy in addition 
to actively working to 
rid the justice system of 
bias,” said ABA Chair 
Gregory Brooker. 

Chief Attorney Matt 
Gonzalez accepted the 
award on behalf of the 
staff at the ABA’s annual 
meeting in Chicago on 
July 31. 

Felony
64: Jury trials

1,330: Motions litigated
739: Preliminary hearings
218: Cases reduced to misdemeanors  
        (includes reduction by 17(b) and Prop 47)
592: Cases resolved by misdemeanor  
        plea agreement
724: Cases resolved by felony plea agreement
44: Average cases per attorney at any given time
510: Motions to reduce bail
269: Dismissals

Training
45: In-house lectures and workshops
162: New attorney trainings
83: Case conferences
425: Case conference attendees
105: Case conference hours
79: Felony trial practice group meetings
84: Misdemeanor trial practice group meetings 

Not Guilty/
Hung/
Mistrial/
Dismissal
50%Guilty*

28%

Mixed
Verdict
       32%

Felony Trial Outcomes

Paralegal
889: Days of support for felony attorneys in trial 
3,962: Subpoenas prepared
243: Exhibits prepared for misdemeanor and  
        felony attorneys in trial 
60: Hours of training/preparation on electronic    
      trial board. 

* Includes one client ruled competent in a mental 
health trial.

All results are projections to Dec. 31, 2015



Not 
Guilty/
Hung/
Mistrial/
Dismissal
            33%

Guilty
32%

Mixed
Verdict
       35%

Mental Health
3,332: Cases
12: Dismissals granted for conserved clients  
      facing criminal charges
3: Jury trials
Trial results
2: Not gravely disabled (win) 
1: Hung jury

Clean Slate
6,570: People served
1,213: Motions filed
80%: Motions granted
514: Convictions dismissed (“expunged”)
76: Arrests sealed and arrests converted to  
     detention only
46: Felony convictions reduced to misdemeanors

Drug Court
135: New cases
40: Charges dismissed
100%: Graduates who are drug free, safely   
           housed and with a legal source of income

Behavioral Health Court
219: Clients
100%: Graduates who remain connected to  
           community behavioral services

Misdemeanor
161: Jury trials
624: Motions filed
207: Dismissals on trial calendar 
76: Average cases per attorney at any given time
17: Participants in the Volunteer Attorney  
      Program
48: Trials by volunteer attorneys
159: Motions by volunteer attorneys

Juvenile
28: Trials 
36: Contested Dispositions
0:  Youth committed to California Department of  
     Juvenile Justice 
0:  Youth transferred to adult court 
 
Youth Advocate/Juvenile Social Work
276:  Referrals 
83%:  Favorable outcomes  
 
Juvenile Investigation
117:  Investigation requests
177:  Witness interviews 
135:  Subpoenas served 
 
Legal Education Advocacy Program (LEAP)
97:  Referrals 
110:  Individualized Education Program (IEP)  
         meetings attended 
340:  Court appearances 
216:  Meetings with client families 
0:  LEAP students referred for expulsion 
518:  School visits 

Research/Immigration
79: Trial motions
19: Memoranda 
36: Writs/appeals
204: Immigration written consults
13: Immigration direct representation
36: Seminars/presentations

Intern
25: High school students
192: College and law students 
18: Post Bar/attorney volunteers  
      (Not in VAP program) 

Misdemeanor Trial Outcomes



Veterans Justice Center
56: Current participants
100%: Receiving treatment
90%: In stable housing

Young Adult Court
43: Current participants
100%: Clients receiving extensive assessment
100%: Referred to services

Children of Incarcerated Parents
64: Families served		
100%: Families referred to services 

Social Work
211: Clients assessed
90%: Reentry clients transferred to treatment,  
          housing, vocational training, and other 
          services

Community Justice Center
2,250: Cases handled
100%: Referred to services or performed  
           community service
65%: Successfully completed program/charges  
         dismissed 

Prop 47
1,243: Clients served
711: Felonies reduced to misdemeanors

Transcription
235: Requests received  
2,633: Pages of transcripts completed

Investigation
2,500: Requests received
2,592: Hours spent searching for surveillance   
          video
325: Video surveillance searches
5: Average number of attorneys served by  
    one investigator

Information Services & Technology 
78: Surveillance video retrievals with 
      investigators
3: Laptops for in-custody clients to view  
    electronic evidence

Clerical 
4,629: Police reports scanned and digitized
1,200: File requests fulfilled
105,000: Phone calls answered

BMAGIC
443: Children who participated in book fair
2,659: Backpacks distributed
120: Teens who participated in BVHP Youth  
       Summit
4,000: Neighborhood Resource Guides  
          distributed

Mo’ MAGIC
2,000: Backpacks distributed
1,000: Summer Learning Day participants
637: Students who engaged in 90 hours reading  
        enrichment
700+: Youth who engaged in 100 hours  
          recreation
3,166: Books distributed
20: Summer events for more than 1,000 children,  
      youth, and their families
3,000+: Meals provided during summer

Every two months, Court Watch gathers at the 
Public Defender’s Office. This group of young 
people meets with public defenders, discusses 
the judicial system’s treatment of people of color 
and the poor, and watches criminal trials.  
 
Organized by Deputy Public Defender Jacque 
Wilson and the Bay Area organization Public 
Defenders for Racial Justice, Court Watch  
encourages public participation to hold the  
system accountable. Call Jacque Wilson at  
415-553-9642 for more information.



“Independence After  
Mental Health Treatment”



July 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

31

Independence Day



“The Power of MAGIC”



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31

August 2016



“A Tragedy, Not a Crime”



September 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30

Labor Day



“No More Living in Limbo”



October 2016
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

30 31

Indigenous People’s Day

Halloween



“A Veteran’s Day in Court”



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30

November 2016

Election Day Veterans Day

Thanksgiving Day



“We Fight Racial Discrimination”



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

December 2016

Christmas



San Francisco Public Defender’s Office
555 7th Street
San Francisco, CA 94103
415-553-1671
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